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PREFACE 


Chriſtian Reader. 


REAT Contention hath now been of long 
tyme about the moFt comfortable Sacrament. of 
the Body and Blond of Chriſt: our. Saviour 7 in 

© the Inquiſition and Determination whereof 
many be m_ and condemned of Hereſye, and reproued 
-- bri up of new Dottryne, yot knowen of olde in the 

huvch bf ore Berengartus tyme,, who taught in Fraunce, 

ph ods William'the Normun was by Conqueſte 
Kyng of England, #24 Hildebrande, Hecuky, 4 called 
Gregorius the ſeventh, was Pope of ROMe: Bus chat 
thou maye(t knowe ( good Chriſtian Reatle how” this 's 
aduouched more boldly then truely, tn eſpecial of \/ome 
terraye Mer which: be more ready to maintaine their old 
JO; then of humilitie to ſubmitte _— to 


is tle gh ahur- was the 


writ en 


67. Dos TR 
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rhe old-Enpliſp or Saxon Speech, which aoth of 
ſet. purpoſe and at large, intreate of -thys Dottryne, and 
& found among, mary ovher Sermoni"in_vhe ame ol 
Speech, made for other Feſtival dayes and Sondays 
the Tear, aud uſed to be ſpoken orderly accordyng.to thoſe 
daies unto the People, as by the Bookes themſelves # doth 
well appear. And of. ſuch Sermons be yef manye Bookes 
to be ; monks partlye remayning in private Mens Hande) 
and taken out from Monaſteryes at their I\iſſolution.: 
parthye yet reſerved in the Libraryes of Cathtarall Chay- 
ches, 4s of Worceter, Hereford, and Exeter. From: 
which places diverſe of theſe Bookes have, be jn delivered 
. #nto the Hands of the moſte Reverend Flther, Mat- 
thewe Arch-biſbop of Canterburye, by whoſe dilizext 
ſearch for ſuch Writings of Hiſtorye, aud «ther Monu- 
mentes of Antiquitie, as might reveale "- ts. what 
hath been the ſtate of our Church in Englant 


\x 


thee, do"come to lyght. Howbeit theſe Sermons were 
wot firſt written in the olde Saxon Tongue: but were 
rranſlated into it, 4s it ſboulde appear from the Lattyne. 
| For about the end of a Saxon Beoke of LX Sermons, 
{ which hath aboute the middeſt. of it this Sermon «- 

eynft the bodely Preſence ) be added theſe Words of the 
; ; 60 wade We let paſs many good Goſpells, which he 
that lifte may tranſlate. For we dare not enlarge thys 
Booke mach further, left it be over great, and ſo cauſe to 


Mem lothſomnes through hys bygnes. And in another Booke 
contaynyng ſome of theſe Saxon Sermons, it is alſo thus 


written iu Latyne, In hoc codicillo contineptur duo- 
decim. Sermones Anglice- quos accepimns. de -libris 


quos &lfricus Abbas Anglice tranſtuht. - Iw:cbys Booke: 


be compriſed X11 Sermons whiche we have taken ou of 


the 


from tyme 
ro tyme, theſe thynges that bee here made knowen unto, 
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rhe Bookes: that: Kifricke Abbor tranſlated into. Engliſh. 
In which Wordes..#ruelye here s alſo declared who was 


the Tranſſatour, to witte, one Kitricke. And ſo hee 


doth confeſſe of hymſelf in the Preface of his Sexon 


Grammer, . where he doth moreover geve us to underſtand 


the number of the Sermons that he tranſlated thus. 
I Klfricke was deſiroms to turne into our Engliſh Tongge 
from the Arte of Letters called Grammer, thys little 
Booke, after that I had tranſlated the two Bookes in 
foureſcore Sermons. But howſoever it be nowe manifeſt 
enoughe by thys aboue declared, how that theſe Sermons 


were tranſlated: I tbinke notwithſlanding, that there 


will hardlye be found of them any Lattyne Bookes being 
{I fear me) utterlye perryſhed and” made. out of the 
waye . ſince the Conqueſt, by ſpme. which coulde not well 
broke thys Doitrine. And that ſuch hath been the deal-. 
ing of ſome partial Readers, may partlye hereof appeare. 


. There « yet a very auncient Booke of Cannons of Wor- 


ceter Librarye, aud # for the moſt part all in Lattyne, 
but yet intermyngled in certayne places, even three or 
or Fc Leaves together with the old Saxon Tounge : 
4nd one place of thys Booke bandleth thys matter of the. 
Sacrament : but 4 fewe Lynes, wherein did conſiſte the 
chiefe poynt of the Controverſie, be raced out by ſome. 
Reader : yet conſider how the Corruption of him, whoſo- 
ever he was, is bewrayed. Thys part of the Lattyne. 


Booke was taken out of 1i Epiſtles of Mlfricke before. 


named, and were written of hym aſwell in the Saxon. 
Tounge, as the Lattyne. The Saxon Epiſtles be yet 
wholie to be had in the Librarye of the fame Church, 
written all in Saxon, and is intitled, a Booke of Can- 
ONS, and Shot; *Booke. But in the Church of Exeter, 
theſe Epiſtits_be-ſeene both in the Saxon Tounge, _ 
0. 
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alfo in the Lattyne. By the which Par ah aſie for 


any to reſtore agayne,. not onely the ſenſe of” the place _ 


raced in Worceter Booke, but alſo the very ſame Lattyne 
Wordes. And the Words of theſe two Epiſtles, ſo much 


as concerne the Sacramentall Bread and Wyne,. we here 


ſet inamediatelye after the Sermoa : fyrft in Saxon, thew 
the Words of the ſecond Epiſtle we ſet alſo in Lattyne + 
delivering them moſt faythfullei as they are to be ſeene tht 
the Bookes from whence they are taken. As touching 
the Saxon Writings, they be ſet out in ſuch forme of 


Letters, and darke Speech, as was uſed, when they were 


written : tranſlated alſo for our better underſtanding, 
into our common, and uſual Engliſhe Speech. But nowe. 


it remayneth we ds make knowen who thys Alfricke was, 


whom we here ſpeake of, in what Age he lived, and in 
what Eſtimation. He was truely brought "up. in the 
Scholes of Mthelwolde Biſhop of Wincheſter, Athel- 
wolde I meane the elder, and greate Saintte of Win- 
cheſter Church : So canoniſed, becauſe in the dayes of 
Edgar Kzng of England, he conſpyred with Dunſtane 
Archbiſhop of Canterburie, a»d Oſwalde : Biſhop of 
Worceter, to expel! out of the Cathedrall Churches, 


throughout all England the marryed Prieſteis which then 


were in thoſe Churches the olde dwellers, as wryteth-Ra- 
nulphus Ceftrencis in hys Pollicronicon, and to ſet up 
of newe the Religion, or rather Superſtition and Hypo- 
criſie of Monkes, after the ſame had been a longe tymie, 
by the juſk Tudgment of God, ntterlye aboliſhed the 
Danes ſpoyling them, and. cruelly burning them up in 
there Houſes, as i at. large, and plentifullye can eſſed ir 
the Hliſftoryes of their own Churchet. & F#*, thys newe 
rearing up of Monkerie is F:thelwok calle is moſt 
olde Pnorkes. Pater Monachorum, the Father "of 


 Monkes. 
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Monkes. Under thys #thelwolde was Flfricke traned 
up in Learning, 4s. he witneſſeth of him. ſelf in the 
fn. Preface of his Saxon Grammer, where ſpeaking 
of hys Interpretation of Lattyne Wordes, he mryteth 
thus. Scio multis modis Verba poſſe interpretari, 
ſed ego ſimplicem interpretacionem ſequor, faſti- 
dium vitandi cauſa. S1: alicui tamen ha 
noſtra. Interpretatio, dicat quomode vult.. Nos con- 
tenti ſumus ſicut didicumus in Scholis venerabilis- 
ſfulis Athelwoldi qui multos ad bonum imbuir. 
know that wordes may be expounded divers waies, but 
for to avoyde tothſomneſs 1 ds follow the plaine Tnter- 
pretation. Which if any [ball miflike, he may do. as he 
thinketh beſt - but we are content to ſpeake, as we have 
earned in the Scholes of the moſte worthye Biſbop Xthel- 
wolde, who hath been 4 good infraonr to many 
or who hath brought up many to gaod.. This he wrytesh 
of hym ſelf. So upon thys his Education in the Scholes 
of Ethelwolde he became afterward to be an earneſt 
lover and «. great ſetter forwarde of Monkerye, axd 
therefore no leſſe bufie writer and ſpeaker agaynſt the 
Matrymonye of Prieftes in bys tyme. For which, reſpette 
be was afterwarde ſo regarded, that he was mage by 
Oſwalde Biſhop of Worceter { as reporteth Joha Cap: 
graue ) the firſt Abbot of S. Albons newlye reſtored, 
aud repleniſbed with Monkes, and was alſo made Ablat 


| of Malmesburye by Kyng Edgar, { a5 reporzeth Wil- 
' ham of Yd ) #n the Lyfe " Aldelmus, 


And truly he calleth bim ſelf Abbot in divers of his 


; Epiſtles, although he never named of what place, as in 


& he wrytech Egneſhamenſibus Fratrabus de conſue- 


| tudine Monachorum. To the Movukes of Egneſhaga, 
| of the order. and wenner of Monkes, and in this te 


wryteth 


Epiſtle begtnneth thus in the Saxon Tonge.-. That ic, El- 
tricke 4b} 


” h thee. © For he ſayth playnly, that it is alawfull thing 


or a Prieſt to marye, and my Writynges doth fpeake 
agaynſt thys, &c. Thus aſwell in hys owne Epiſtles, as 
in all other Bookes of Sermons in the Saxon Tounge, 
that I have ſeen, I finde him alwaigs called Abbot, and 
onely ſo called. Howbeit,, John Capgraue who gather- 
ed together into one Volume, the Lives of Engliſh 
Sainttes, writeth in the Life of Oſwalde, that Alfricke 


wes lafte of all advaunced to the Archbiſhops * See" of 


Canterburte, In aliis inquit Angliz partibys inſig- 
nes Ecclefias ob przfixam cauſam Clericis enacuauir, 
& eas viris Monaſtice Inſtitutionis ſublimauits quo: 
rum hac.nomina ſunt. - Eccleſia S. Albani, S. el- 


CIR 


dredz Virginis in Eli & ea quz apud Beamfledam | 
conftituta: honorabilis habebatur, Inftituit enim in | 


Eccleſia S. Albani &fricum Abbatem, /qui ad Archi- | 


epiſcopatum Cantuarienſem poſtea ſublimatus fuit. | 


In other partes of Englande - Oſwald| avoyded out of | 


the moſt notable Churches the Clarkes, and advaunced the 
ſame places with Men of the Order of Monkes, whoſe 
Names be theſe, S. Albons, the Church | of the Virgin, 
S. Ftheldrede in Ely, and that which i at Beamfleor 


reputed wvery famous. He dyd appoynte | Abbot in S. Al- | 


bons Mlfricke, who was afterward }romoted to the | 


Archbyſbopricke of Canterburye. Tyrue'y thys Flfricke 
| WW - * we 


$ 
” 1 


I aan 


. we-here ſheake of, was equal in tyme to * Eifricke Arch- 7 


of: Yorke, and Yu 


''rye de Pontificibus, a#d out of the Subſcription of 


fricke Archbiſbop of Canterburye was but one and the 
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| of Canterburye, «s may certainly appeare 10 our Secu- | 
"him that will well confers when Wulfftane Archbiſbap larPrieſte* * 


ine Biſbop of Scyrburne lived, _— | 


"unto whom ZXifricke wryteth the Saxon Epiſtles, from Cantiriuvy, © 
 whiche the wordes concerning the Sacrament hereafter —_— 
following be taken. And the rertaintye of thys Confi- tiouſe 

'deration, may well be had ont of William Malmesbu- ſheweth. 
Biſbops, to the Grauntes, Letters Patentes, and Char- i: cc. 
ters of #thelrade, who raigned King of England t arc to be 
this tyme. Howbeit whether. this Altricke, aud Al << 


ſame Man, I leave it to other Mens Judgement farther to 
conſider : for that writing here to Wultitane, he nameth 
him ſelf but Abbot, and yet F#lfricke Archbiſhop of 
Canterburye, was promoted to that his Archbiſhop ftole 
vi Teres before that Wulfitane. was made Archbiſhop of 
Yorke, as is declared moſt manifeſtly in the Hiftoryes of 
Symeon of Durham, Roger Houeden, the Hiftorie 
of Rocheſter, Flores Hyſtoriarum, Thomas Stubbes 
in hys Hiſtorie of the Archbiſbops of Yorke, and in all 
other moſte auncient Hiſtories, aſwel written in the old 
Saxon Tounge, as in Lattyne : | Moreover in many 
Deedes and Writynges of Giftes, made by K'yng Fthel- 
rede, when Fifricke abſcribeth as Archbyſho of Can- 
terburye, then in then ij one Adulphys, Wulfltanes 
Predeceſſow, named Archbyſhop of Yorke, and WulF- 
ſtane him ſelf ſubſcribeth but as an inferiour Biſhop. 
Pac! yi Gr Ela Tlrchs was only Abbot, and not 
Ircbbyſbop of \ Ganterburye, yet this. is alſo moſt tree 
that beſide the Prayſe of great Learzing, on ” being 
4 woſt eloquent Interpreter C for which William of Mal- * 


mesþburye 
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 mebutys dab graarly: covinend Ditk )066"30s" aff 
urh- Create: ar Efmetion: #0 the tyking of rhe" 
in which. he lived, that ll his Writings, YU chic 
Theſe his Epiſtles, were then thous ovghgy 70 tontaynt ſound 
 "Dottrine : andthe at themfetves dya Judge them | 
- faullof " 7 pahre -g00d Counſail; Preceptes, und Riiles to a 
governe: thereb)' their Clargie: * and theref, Ye dyd moſt | 
earneſtly _ a = S_ Epiftles ſem untd them, 
«s adore well. appe {borte get Tpift es, fer 
befort 'the Lows : oi Rake ORE 15 ferit to 
Wulfſine Biſbop reburne,* rhe” other ro Wule 
ſtane:. arc 'ofc Yorke. Yd "aft: ' 112 ao. By- 
of other. Churches amonge other Cond; that 
- bir 'duÞ"” of "geperal\ and pertital by Connell. 
our-of\rhe Bookes''off Gildas,; of of the Hanlte tals | 
of Tiheodorvs © Arhbiſhop' of" Canterbu'Ye, "ay" of | 
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the" exvrabtes of Egberhtus\ rhe IT. Archbiſhop 5» 
Yorke! from Palin :* out of the” Epiſtles 6 cp et 
inus: Teacher ro\Charles' the Great, atd'+6* coneluae, 
oat of the: Writings of the Fathers of thi Primative 
Charch: amonge other' Canons T [ay,*t ey collectel 

. together: for" the better? orderyng of their C: irehes, they | 
doe: place amonge""them\alfo theſe two" Epiſtles of Ia | 
fexcke, 43 is t0"be ſeen init, Bookts of Cannons of 
Worceter Libyarye*: "whrrof” the ont all inthe olde 
Saxon Tounae;" and "Here" theft Epiſtles, of Ft tricke. 
bein the ſame Tounte*- the other is for the "Wot parte. 
all. in Lattyne, and it intituled; Admonino ſpiritu- 
alts:DoQrinz; where _ Eh be in" the” Lati atine. 
Tounge,”. and-be- jo r- for an” 'xhortat i 5a 
be renis'of © the Biſhop'\to"hys*Clergie, 'Theye BN; 
like Books of 'Canwors of Exete Chan,” nabere- thele 
iwo- Epiftles in Latryme be appdywtet "in Hat” of rmo 
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Sermons to bee preached; Ad Clorices. & Presbyteros, 
ts the. Clerkes and, Prieftes,. and. the. Epiſtles. be alſo 
in the [ame Booke in the Saxon Tounge.. ' And thys 
Booke was geven to Saintt Peter's Church in Exeter 
by Leofricke* the firſt and. moſt famous Byſbop of that 
Charch,” as in. hys' owne Records, and. Graynt: of all 
fuch Landes, Bookes,,, and gather. things he * gave 
unto" the Church, it is thus expreſſed. in , the Saxon. 
Founge. Here is ſhewed. in. thys. Booke or. Charter, 
what ' Leofrike Biſhop hath geven into Saint. Peter's 
Mynſter. at Exeter, where . bys - Biſhops\\Seate: , that 
is, that be hath gotte. in agayy t oe God's helpe, 


what ſoever was taken out, and. ſa: forth ;. firſt. ſhew- 


ing what Landes af ſuch as was taken from the Church: | 


he recovered agayn,. partlye by his, eaxneſt. camplaynts, 
and. ſure mane, for the ſame, parthe. by his. gewyug. of 
Parades.  Nexte 'making lo Feport. mhat, Landes 
with other Treeſure of his... own, be. gaue, ( 1 ewe; #0 
the place he commeth. at ſe to the. reheaxſall of 
hys Bookes, whereof the. laſt. here. navied. a. Cannon, 
that 'ts, a Cannon Booke. in Lattyne, ' and . Sbryffte 
Booke in, Engliſh, is the Booke we, ſegke.of 4d. hath. 
* Fog of Epe/ties gf 4Eliricke. , Thap:, 
as this Booke of Exeter Church hath'thys good Evidence 
by which it is 7 ep that, Leofrike. was. the. gever 
thereof : even ſo the Boake ' of Cannens..of Worceter 
Churth, written all .in_ Saxon, bath. ia” it poſt. 


tayne Teſtimonie that the, W oi thereof \ wag, 
| e.N was W 


lick Scribe of the Church, who \ Name mas Wu ao 
For thus .is it recorded. therein. cuen. with the. [ame .. 
Hande of -the' Skribe wherein all. the. Bookes-is, writes. > 
Wilfzeat he Scribe of. Worcgter, Chyrche dps writ 
me, Ian. 1 beſecch Jon. For ys rengruliions the.” 
ha © OM B* 2 Creator 
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Creator of: the World. And God graunt that he be 
 alwayes happie that writ me. The other Booke of Can- 
ons of Worceter Librarye, which I have ſayd is for 
the more part in Lattyne, and is qyituled Admonitio 
Spiritualis Dofrina, i written« in ſo plde a Hand, 
as is that of "Exeter Church, and ſcemeth to be poſſeſſed 
of Wulfftane who was Biſhop of Worceter in the dayes 


of William the Conquerour. And that he ſhoulde be. 


rhe Poſſeſſor of this Booke I do thus affyrme. When 
in his dayes Lanfranke wade firſt this Lawe of Prieſtes 
in the Conuncell he helde at Wincheſter, | in» the Tear 
of our Lord, 1076. Decretum eſt, ut oullus Ca- 
nonicus uxorem -habeat * Sacerdotum vero in Ca- 
ſtellis, vel in vicis habitantium habentes Uxores 
non cogantur, ut dimittant : non habentes inter- 
dicantur, ut habeant. Et deinceps caueant Epiſco- 
pi, ut Sacerdotes, vel Diacones non prezfumaant or- 
dinare, nifi prius profiteantur ur Uxores non habe- 
ant. That is, It i decreed that no Chanon have 4 
Wife. But of Prieftes, ſuch 4s have Wives, dwelling 
in Caſtels and Villages, let them not be compelled to 
put awaye their Wines : but ſuche Prieftes as have no 
VVines,: forbid: them to have. And let 17 ag take 
heede that they preſume not toordain Prieftes or Dea+ 
cons, unleſſe they do firſt profeſſe to have no Wives. 
Now albeit thys and many other Countels held from 
tyme to tyme, by the ſpace more then of an hunareth 
Tears after thit, did little aunilt, but that the Prieſtes 
did both marrye, and ſtill kepe their Wives, becauſe 
as wryteth Gerardus Archbiſhop of Yorke 50 Anſelme, 
Cum ad ordines aliquos inuito, dura teruice reni- 
tuntur ne in ordinando' caſtiratem profiteantur. 
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The Preface. + ol 
that they doe not in taking Order" profeſſe 
Or as is reported in the Sexon Storye of Peterborowe 
Charch,; ſpeaking of the Conncells of Anſelme, of + 
John of Cremona, ad of William Archbiſhop of 
| Canterburye, They all kept their Wines ſtill by the 
- Kinges leaue as they did before : Tet it came to paſſe 
| upon thys Decree of Lanfranke, that the forme of 

W ordes wherein the Prieſtes ſhould vowe Chaſtitic, 
| Was nowe Wi put into ſome Biſhops * Pontificall. Ego 4, 
Frater N. promitto Deo, omnibulſq; Sanftiy ejus unde ot 
caſtitatem Corporis mei ſecundum Cannonum, De- thys Pro- 
creta, & ſecundum ordinem mihi imponendum ſer- Fon in 
uare domino przſule N. preſente. And as the wordes liſhe Pon- 
were thus put into ſome Pontificall in 4 general ſpeaking tifiall be- 
as the manner uu. So in the beginning of thys Booke _ a 
| we here ſpeck of, wherein be Mlirickes Epiſtles, be the 
' ſelf ſame wordes of Profeſſion written in the [ame olde 
| Hand as is the reſt . Ta Booke, and addeth alſo there 
| the ſpecial Name of Wulfftane Biſhop ( who was pre- 
| ſent at this Councell of Lanfrancke, aud unto whom it - 


| dyd firſt appertayne to exatte of Prieſtes in the «hd 


| of Worceter thys Profeſſion). The wordes be theſe. 

| Ego Frater N. promitro Deo, omnibuſq; SanCtis 

- ejus caſtitatem Corporis me! ſecyndum Cannonum 

{ Decreta, & fecundum ordinem mihi imponendum 

: Domino Przſule Wulfltano preſente. 1 Brother N. 

| do promyſe to God and all hys Satnites Chaſtitie of my 

: Boaye, according to the Decrtes of Cannons, and ac- 

e__ to the Order to be put upon me before Wulf- 

ſtane Brſbop. RE. thys I do affirme, that this Rooke 

dyd belong to Wulfftane Biſbop off Worceter,. avd [0 

by him was afterward geven tothe Librarye of that 

Church, where it now remayneth. W berafre of thys 
now 
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*#::\ trickes Epiſtles, be reerenced for moſte holy Men and 
Th] | Sainttes of their Churches. And theſe ii lined By- 
| ſhops in the coming of the Conquerour. Thus do ſome 
oy x Men nowe a dayes not onely diſſent in Doitrine from 
owe rum owne-Church, but alſo from that Ape of their 
he. Church whiche they have thought moſte holy, and 
eak.,) | judged a moſt excellent Paterne to be followed. Where- 
Js | fore what may we nowe. thinke of that great Conſent, 
> "| whereof the Romaniſtes have long made waunte, to 
TY | witte, their Dottrine to have continued many hundred 
IRE i! Tears as it were lincked together with a continuall 
7 "x1 Chatne, whereof hath been no breche at any time. Truely 
ali! rhis their ſo great Affirmation hath uttered unto us 
AS 0 Truth, as good Chriſtian Reader thou mayeſt well 
Or : fudge by dule weighing of this which hath been | 
Tal Lond by the reading alſo of that which here followeth, 
Rex i whereunto I now leaue thee. 
0 3 


ane I Truſting 


h-this Teftimonye,. no Untruth 


the Sacrament, as ſbewet 

or Diſbonour ſhall need to bee attributed to Chriſtes 

Toving | W, ordes pronounced at his laſte Sx per among 

his Apoſtles : no Derogation to his moſt [acred Inſti- 
S 


tation : no diminiſbing of any C 
Mens Soules in the uſe of his reverend Sa_'ament © but 
all thinges to fland right up moſte agr&:hlie both to 
the Veritic of Chriſftes infallible Wordesy, and to. the 
right Nature, Congruence, and Efficacy of ſo holy « 
Sacrawent, and finallye moſt comfortable to the Cow: 
ſcience of Man, for his ſpirituall uniting and incorpor «- 
tion with Chriſtes bleſſed Body and Bloud (1 Immortali- 
tie, and for the ſurc'gadge of his Reſurrettiog. Amen. ' 
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SERMON 


OF IE 


- Paſchall Lambe, 


' And of the Sacramentall Body and 


bl 


Bloud of Chriſt our Saviour ; 


Written in the olde Saxon Tounge before the 
Conqueſt, and appoynted in the Reigne of 
the Saxons to be {poken unto the People at 
Eaſter before they ſhoulde receave the Com- 
munion, and now firſt tranſlated into our 


common Engliſh Speech. 


the Sacrament, as ſbewtth-this Teftrmonye, no 
or Diſbonour ſball need to bee attributed to Chriſtes 
Toving Wordes pronounced at his laſte Supper among | 
his Apoſtles : no Derogation to his moſt. ſacred Inſti- 
tution : no diminiſbing of any Comfort to Chriſten | 
Mens Soules in the uſe of his reverend Sacrament © but. 
all thinges to fland right up moſte agreeablie both to 
the Veritic of Chriſtes of lable Words, and to the: 
right Nature, Congruence, aud Scar [of ſo holy « 
Sacrwwent, and finallye moſt comfortable to the Con- 


ſcience of Man, for his ſpiritual aniting end incorpor «- 
rion with Chriftes bleſſed Body and Bload to Bniwor ral | 
tie, and for the ſure'gadge of his Reſarrettics. Amen, *| 


the Sacrament, as ſbeweth-this Teftimonye, no Untruth 
or Diſbonour ſhall need to bee attributed ro Chriſtes 
Toving Wordes pronounced at his lafle Eupper among 
his Apoſtles : no Derogation to his moſt ſacred Infſti- 
tation : no diminiſhing of any Comfort to Chriſten - 
Mens Soules in the uſe of his reverend Sa rament © but 
all thinges to fland right up moſte agreeablie both to 
the Veritic of Chriftes infallible Wordes, and to the 
right Nature, Congruence, and E x 'of ſo holy 
Sacrawent, and finallye moſt comfortabh to the Con- 
ſcience of Man, for his ſpirituall uniting | nd incorpor a- 
tion with Chriftes bleſſed Body and Blond. to Immortali- 
tie, and for the ſurc'gadge of his Reſarreitiyu. ' Amen. 
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' Paſchall Lambe, 


And of the Sacramenrall Body and 
Bloud of Chriſt our Saviour : 


Written in the olde Saxon Tounge before the 
Conqueſt, and appoynted in the Reigne of 
the Saxons to be {poken unto the People at 
Eaſter before they ſhoulde receave the Com- 
munion, and now firſt tranſlated into our 
common Engliſh Speech. 
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A SER MON or Eafter-Day. 


| E N beloued, it hath. bene often ſayd un- 
- to- you aboute our Saviours ReſurreQi 
| ; how he on this preſent day after hys Suf 
fering, mightely roſe from Death. Now 
will we open unto you —_ Gods Grace, of the 
holy Houſell, wr” ar e nowe. goe unto, and 
 inftruſte your Underſtanding aboute thys. Myiterie, 
both after the: olde Covenaunte, and its ates the. 
newe, that no doubting may trouble you. about thys 
 livelye Food; The Almighty God badde. Moylſes 
| his, Captain/ in the Land of £gpt, to. commaunde 
| the People of Iſrael to take. for every Familye. a 
 Lambe of one Year old, the night they departed 
| out of the Countrey to- the Land of Promiſe, and 
| to offer that Lamb, ta: God, and.after ro;kill it, and 
' to make the ſigne of the Croſs, with the Lambes 
| Bloud:upan the ſide Poſtes, and: the upper Poſte. of 
! their Doore, and afterward toeate the Lambes Fleſh 
| roſted,. and. unleauened: Bread with wilde. Lettifſe, 
| God fayth unto Ayes, Eate of the Lambe' nothing 
! raw, nor fodden in. Water, but roſted with Fire, 
: Eate: the: Head, the Feete, and; the Inwardes, and 
: let nothing! of: 1t. be left untill the: Morning,;. if any 
' thing thereof remaine, that ſhall, you;burne with, - 
! Fire.) [Eate it: muthys wyle. Gyrde your; Loynes, 
: and do:yaur Shoes-on: your Feet, have you Staues im 
| £36 C 2 your 


A Sermon on Eaſter-Day, 
your Handes, and eat it in haſte, This time is the 
Lordes Paſſeover. - And ther was ſlainion that night 
incuery Houſe throughout Pharos Raigne, the Fl 
borne Child : and Gods People of 1/rae!! were deli- 
uered from that ſodaine Death through the Lambes 
_- .offring, and his Bloudes marking. hen ſaid God| 


way 


ſhall now declare, to witte, that whicty 


the holy Houſell. Chriſtian Men may | eh now kepe! 
jeth them to! 


my n us. Thoſe 1/raelites were delivered from! 
a 


that | 
* the Lambes Vn which ſignified ( hriſtes_ Suf 
fering :+through w [id : 
kſling Death, and from the Devils crue] Raigne, if 

| | P | 


'as your: Fore-fathers cate that Heavenlye Bread -in- 
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we rightly beleue in' the true Redemer of the whole | 
World Chriſt [the Saviour: \Fhat'Lambe was offer- 
ed'in the Evening ; and our Saviour ſuffered in the 
ſixt Age of this World. This Age of thys corrupti- 
ble World is reckoned unto the Evening. They 
marked with the Lambes Bloud upon the Doores, , . . . | 
and the upper Poſtes * Tas, that is the figne of the gy, Fra : 
Croſle, and were ſo defended from the Angell that-manded by / 
killed the Agyprtians firft borne Childe. And we ew by rg. 
| ought to marke our Foreheades, and our Bodyes $7rar, 
with the token of Chriſtes Roode, that we may. # it was 
be alf delivered from Deſtrution, when we ſhall be {j,5;%* 
marked both on Forehead, and alſo in. Harte with «yd le4e + 
the Bloud gf our Lordes ſuffering. Thoſe 1fraelites 9%. 
cate the Lambes Fleſhe at their Eaſter time, when | Under. 
—, were deliuered: and we receaue ghoſtlye Chriſtes ard thys 


y, and drink his Bloud, when we receaue with {| mY 


true Belief that holy Houſell. 'That tyme they Ephe. 2. 
kepte with them at Eaſter ſeuen dayes with great Cn r- 
Worſhippe, whenthey were deliuered from Pharao, tot 46 

and went from. thay Land. S3 alſo Chriſten Men Go is ore 
kepe Chriſtes Reſurre&ion at the time- of Baſter 5 , 
theſe vii dayes, becauſe. through hys ſuffering and coupe, 
riſing we be: delivered, and be made cleane by going 
to this: holy Houſell,. as Chriſt ſayth in his Goſpel, 
Verely, verely, I faye unto you,.ye have:no Life in 
you except ye eate-my Fleſh, and drinke my Bloud. 
He that eateth my Fleſh; and drinketh my Blond, abideth 
in me, and I in him, and hath that everlaſting Life :- 
and I ſhall raiſe him up inthe laſte day. T1 am+the. 
lively Bread, that came down from -: willy na {0 


the Wilderneſſe, 'and afterwarde . dyed. He ithat: 
| eateth. 


A Sermm. on Eaſter-Daz 
for 


iy hys remembraunce. Euen fo f 
parture all Prieſtes by Chriftes Commandenjgnt doe 
blefſe Bread and Wine to Houſell in hys Naje with 
the ' Apoſtolick Bleſſing. Now Men hays. often 


4 7s. * ſearched; and do yet often ſearch, howe Br3d that 
; jon ——mogg is gathered of Corne, and through Fyers heat >aked, 
ps 54. maybe turned to Chriſtes Body, or how Wy vie that 


foe Berin- is preſſed: out of many Grapes is.turned through 


£'n QAne 
Bleflingtothe Lordes Bloude. Now ſay we't2 ſuch 


' 4-4» Men, that ſome things be ſpoken-of Chriſt by; | ſig- 


T 
j 
[ 


Wt Woone » Er ere "a "fgEvat: 


nification, ſome thyng by cmyng certaine: - True 
thyng is and certain that Chriſt 


Prieſt i6-halowed, ſhew one thyng without th/ hu+- 
129769 11ayne 


|'F1 


W321, 
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mayne Underſtanding and an other thyng they catl 
within to crummy "aro Without oy be-ſcene 
Bread and Wine both in Figure and in Taſte: and 
they be truely afer their halowing, Chriſtes Body 
and hys Bloude through ghoſtly Miſtery. An Hea-. 
then Childe is chriſtened, yet he altereth not hys 
ſhape without, though he be chaunged within, He 
ts brought to the Font-{tone ſinfull through Adams 
Diſobedience. Howbeit he is waſhed trom all 
 Sinne within, though he hath not chaunged his 
Shape without. * Euen ſo the holy Fonte Water * TieWe- 
that is called the Welſpryng of Lyte is lyke in ſhape |,” = 
to other Waters, and is ſubjete to Corruption, but pred, and 
the holy Gholtes myght cometh to the corruptible {= 
Water, through the Pricſtes Bleiſing, and it may jo. ny. 
after waſhthe Body and Soule from all Sinne, through 74. 
y Myght. . Beholde nowe wee ſee two thynges 
1a this one Creature. After true Nature that Water 
is corruptible Water, and after ghoſtlye Myſterye, 
hath mot Mighte. So allo xt wee beholde that 
holye Houſell after bodely Underſtanding, then ſee 
we that it is a Creature corruptible and mutable : if 
we acknowledge therein ghoſtly Might, than un- 
derſtand we that Lyfe is therein, and that it geueth 
Immortalitie to them that eate it with Belief. 
Muche ts betwixte the inufible Myghte of the ho- 


lye Houfell, and the viſible ſhape of hys proper Na- * N%7:r- 
ture. It is * naturally corruptible Bread, and cor- fi 
ible Wane : and 1s by Myghte of Gods Worde | pif+- 

_ truely Chriſtes and hys Bloude : not ſo not- 79's 6e- 
wathitanding' ye, but ghoſtely. Much is be- 0,6; n.. 
twixte the | Body Chriſt ſuffred in, and the Bodye ta! Body, 
that is halowed to Houſell. The Bodye truely that ©4554 

Chriſt thereof. 


" 2L A Sermon. on Eaſter-Day; |þ 

+ 1. Dif- Chriſt ſuffered in was borne of the + Fleſly pf -Mary, 

y Jt. with Bloud, and with Bone, with Skinne,' qnd with 

= Body that Synowes, in humane Limmes, with a r$&ſonable . 

# Mid in Soule living : and his ghoſtly Bodye, which, we call 

#b the Houſell, is gathered of many Cornes|! without 

Bloude, and Bone, without Lymme, wil it Soule, 

and therefore nothing is to be underſtand t jerein bo- 

delye, but all is ghoſtlye to be underſtande.: What 

ſoeuer is in that Houſell, whiche geveth ſubſtaunce 

\ of Lyfe, that is of the ghoſtlye Might, and inuiſi- 

ble doing. Therefore is that holy Houſell called: a 

Myſterye, becauſe there is one "thing in! i; ſeene, 

and an other thing underſtanded. That which is . 

* 2. Dij- there * ſcene, hath bodely ſhape: and tha''we do 

frinct. there underſtand, hath _— Might. Cyrtayne- 

ly Chriſtes Bodye which ſuffred Death and roſe from 

1 2.0 Death, neuer || dyeth henceforrh : but is'eternall, 

frence. and unpaſſible. That Houſell is temporall, not e- 

+ 4. Dif: ternall, | Corruptible, and dealed into ſondrye 

ference. partes. Chewed. betwene Teeth, and ſentnto the 

Bellye : howbeit neuertheleſle after ghoſtlye\Might, 

it is all in every part. Manye receaue that holye 

Bodye: and yet notwithſtanding, it is ſoall in euerye 

arte after ghoſtly Myſtery. . Though ſome chewe 

leſſe deale, yet is there no 'more Might |jiotwith- 

ſtandyng in the more parte, then in the h'fle : -be- 

cauſe it is all in all Men after the inuifible-Might. } 

* 5. Dif- Thys Myſterye is a * Pledge and a Figure :| Chriſtes 
Mr. ye is Truth it ſelf. Thys Pledge we dc kee 

 miſtically,untill that we be cometo the Truth it ſelf: 

and then is this Pledg ended. . Truelye it is {as we 

before have ſaid Chriſtes Bodye, and hys Blow 1 : not 

bodelye, but ghoſtlye. * And ye ſhoulde an tarche 

7 how 
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how: it is done, but hold'it in your Beliefe that it isfo 
done. We reade in an other Booke called Vits Pa- 
tram, that two Monkes defired of God ſome Demon- 
ſtration touching the holy Houſell, and after as they 
ſtoode to heare Maſs, they ſawe a Childe lying on 
the Altar, where the Prieft ſayd Maſs, and Gods 
Aungell ftoode with a Sworde, and abode lookyng 
aneilf the Prieſt brake the Houſell. Then the Aun- 


; gell deuided that Childe upon the dyſhe, and ſhedde 


is Bloud into the Chalice. But whenthey did goto 
the Houfell, then was it turned to Bread and Wine, 
and they dyd eate it geuing God thankes for that 
ſhewing. Alſo S. Gregory deſired of Chriſt, that he 
would fthew to a certain Woman doubting about 


| hisM ſterye ſome great Affirmation. She went to 


Houſell with doubting Minde, and Gregorye forth- 


\ With obtained of God, that to them both was ſhewed 


that-parr of the- Houſell which the Woman ſhonld 
receaue, as if there lay in a diſh a joynte of a Finger 
all be blouded : and fo the Womans donbring was then 
forthwith healed. But now heare the Apoftles wordes 
about this Myſterye. Parzle the Apoftle fpeaketh 
of the old Iſraelites thus writing in his EpiſHe to 
faichfull Men. AH onr Fore-fathers were baptiſed in 


| the Clotd, and in the Sea : and all they ate the fame 


Ro Meate, and drankethe ſame ghoftlye Drinke. 
ey drank truely of the Stone that followed them, 


and that Stone was Chriſt. Neither was that * Stone * wore 


then from whiche the Water ranne bodelye Chriſt, '** 


| but ir fignifyed Chrift, that calleth thus to all be- 272% 
teauing and faithful Men: who foever thirfteth, ler thought 


him come to me, and drinke. And from hys Boweles 
floweth lyuely Water. This he fayd of the Hol 
| D Ghol 
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Ghoſt, whom he receaueth which beleaueth jon hym. 
The- Apoſtle Paul fayth that the 1/raelites did eat the 
ſame"ghoſtly Meat, ' and drinke the ſam;'gloftly 
Drinke: becauſe that heavenly Meate-ttiat fedde 
them xl Years, and that Water which from #he Stone 
did flowe, had Signification, of Chriſtes Boc'ye, and | 
his Bloude, that nowe be: cfered daylye; \m Gods i 
Churche, it was the ſame which we ncw 6fter : not 
bodely, but ghoſtly. We-ſayd unto you ere. while, 
that Chriſt Wed Bread and Wyne to Houſell: be- 
tore his Suffering, and ſayd, This i Body,''ynd- my 
Bloud.. Yet be had not then ſuffered: but ſo nctwith- 
* Now we ſtanding he * turned through inuifible Might that 
294, Bread to hys owne Body, and that Wyne|to hys 
which was Bloude, as he before dyd in the Wildernes befvfe that 
eaten before he was botne to Men, when he || turned that heavenly 
es M his Fleſhe, and the flowing Water from 
immu yy Meate to his Fleſhe, and the flowing Water from 
{ theſaytbſul. that Stone to hys owne Bloude. Verye many ate pf } 
rj. © that Þ heauenlye Meate inthe Wildernes, and dranke | 
faxiatie. that game h Drinke, and were neuertheles dead, as | 
t Meme. Chriſt ſayd. And Chriſt ment not that Death'whiche 
None can eſcape: but that euerlaſtinge Death,|'vhiche 
ſome of that Folke deſerued for their Unbelief; Moyſes 
and Aaroz, and many other of that People * jhiche 
pleaſed God eate that heauenly Bread, and the 1 dyed 
not that everlaſting Death, though they dy*d the 
common Death. -They ſawe that the hea: (enlye 
Meate was viſible, and corruptible, and they g hoſtly | 
underſtode by that viſible thing, and ghoſtly regeyued 
it. - The Saviour fayeth, He that eateth my Hleſhe, and 
arinketh my Bloud, hath euerlaſting Life. And he had 
then not eate that Body which he was going about 


with, nor that Bloud to drink which he ſhed tor us: 
|| but 


"yh 
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* but he ment with thoſe wordes that holy -Houſell, * #5 


| which ghoſtly is his Body, andhis Bloud, and he that ws 42010 


taſteth it ,with bekcaping Hart, hath that eternal zw ear. 
Lyfe. In the old . Law faithful Men offred to God 

divers Sacrifices,. 'that had || ore Signicages Of A Signi- 
Chriſtes Body, which: for our Sinnes he himſelfe to fator be 
his heauenly Father hath ſince Þ offred to ſacrifice. +4 = 
Certaynly this Houſell whiche we doe nowe halow oifce in 
at Gods Altar, is a * remembraunce of Chriſtes Body pc 4" 
which he offred for us, and of his Bloude whiche he * {4 x. 
ſhedd for us : So he him ſelf commaunded, Do thys in nmbrance 
my remembraunce. Once ſuffred Chriſte by hym ſelf, #" 
but yet neuertheleſle hys Suffringe is daylye renued at 

the Maſſe through Myſterye of the holye Houſell. 
Therfore that holye Maſle 1s profitable both to the 
lyuing, and to the dead : as it hath bene often declared. 

We oughte alſo to conſyder diligently how that this 

holy Houſell is both Chriſtes Body, and the body of 

all f faythful Men, after ghoſtly Myſterye. As the [Tt mu 
wyle Auguſtine ſayth of it. Yf ye will underſtand of #!! « « 
Chriſtes Body, heare the Apoſtle Payle thus ſpeaking :.,; Fred 
Te truly be Chriſftes Body and his Members. Nowe is Mm. 
your Myſterye ſett on Godes Table, and ye receyue 

your Myſterye, whiche Myſtery ye your ſelues be. 

Be that whiche ye ſee on the Altar, and receiue that 

whiche ye your ſelues be. Agayn the Apoſtle Paule 

ſayth by it: We manye be one Bread, and one Boaye. 


Underſtand nowe and rejoyce many be one Bread, 


and one Body in Chriſt. He is our Head, and we be 
his Limnfes. And the Bread is not of one Corne, 
but of manye. Nor the Wyne of one Grape, but of 
manye. So alſo we all ſhould have one Unitie in our 
Lord, as it 1s written of the faithfull Armye, how 

D 2 that 


A 


i2 A Sermon on Eufter-Day. | 
that they were in ſo greatan Unitie, asthoup j 
them were one Soule, ahd one Harte. Chriſt il 
et on hys Table the Myſterye of our Peace, And of | 
our Unitye : he whiche recetueth that Mylkie of 
--Unitye, and keepeth not the Bonde of true Peace, he I 
receaueth no Myſterye for him ſelf, but a Witne'ſe a- 4 
gaynſt him af. It is very good for Chriſten Mer, that | 
they goe often to Houſell, yt they bryng wyth them 4 
tothe Altar vngyltines and innocencye of Harte Toan | 
evil Man it turneth to no Good, but ro Deftri ion, | 
» ». if he receive unworthely that holy Houſell. Holy | 
PO. * Bookes commaund that Water be mengled ty. that, } 
inforceth tbe W ine which ſhall be for Houfell : bycauſe th; Wa- 
— ter ſignifieth the People, and the || Wine, C}iriſtes 
the Wne, Bloude. And therfore ſhall neither the pne' without 
yl The the other be offred at the holy Maſſe : that Chriſt 
ah Cee may be with us, and we wyth Chriſt : the Head with | 
Blolde, the Lymmes, and the Lymmes with the Head, We | 
would before haue intreared of the Lambe whiche 
the old 1/7 elites offered at theyr Eaſter tyme, by that 
we deſired firſt to declare unto you of this Myſte 
and after how we ſhould —_— it. That ſignjYy ing | 
Lambe was offred at the Eafter. And the Ape«tle 
Paule ſayeth in the Epiſtle of this preſent day, that 
Chrift ts our Eaſter, who was offred for us, and on 
thys Yay roſe from Deathe. The 1/raclites did gate | 
the Lambes Fleſhe as God commaunded with vinle- : 
+ Hew yened Bread, and wilde Lettiſſe : + ſo we ſhouk} 
4s c6yne that holy Houſell of Chriſtes Bodye and Blci 
boly Com- without the Leauen of Synne, and Iniquity.' As 
Leauen turneth the Creatures from theyr Nature: {6 
doth Synne alſo chaunge the Nature of Man from }n- 
nocencye to foule ſportes'of Gyltinefle. The Apof'ke 
hath 
0 
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 hath'taught how we ſhould feaſt not in the Leauen of 


TY 


Iuilnefle, but in the ſwete dough of Puritie and - 


Truthe. "The Herbe whiche they ſhould eate wyth 
the unleauened Bread is called Lettiſſe, and is better 
in Taſte. So we ſhould wyth bytternefſe of unfayned 
wy purifye our Mynde, if we will eate Chriſtes 
Fleſh, although God. forbad them to eate it rawe, 
and ſodden'in Water, but roſted wyth Fyre. He ſhall 
receyue the Body of God rawe that ſhall thynke 


wythout reaſon that Chriſt was onelye Man lyke 


vnto us, and was not God. And he that will after 
Mans Wiſedome ſearch of the Myſterie of Chriſtes 
Incarnation, doth lyke unto hym that doth ſeerh 
Lambes Fleſh in Water : bycauſe that Water in this 
ſame place ſignifieth Mans Underftanding : but we 
ſhould underitand that all the Myſterie of Chriſtes 


Humanity was ordered by the Power of the Holy 


Ghoſt. And then eate we his Body rofted wyth Fyre: 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt came in fyrye lykenes to the 
Apoſtles in diverſe Tonges. The 1/rzelztes ſhould 
eate the Lambes Head, and the Fete, end the Purte- 
naunce : and nothing thereof muſt be left ouer night. 
Yf any thing thereof were lefte, they did burne that 
in the Fire : and they brake not the Bones. After 
ghoflly Ynderftanding we do then eate the Lambes 
Head, when we take hold of Chriſtes Divinitye in our 
Belief. Agayn when we take holde of his Humanyte 
wyth loue, then cate we the Lambes Feete : bycauſe 
that Chriſt is the beginnyng and ende, God before all 
World, and Man in the ende of thys World. What 
bee the Lambes Purtenaunce, but Chriſtes ſecrete 
Precepts ? and theſe we eate when we receiue po 

greedi- 


Thoſe T/raelites were not wont to eate rawe + 
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gredines the worde.of Lyfe. "There muſt nothing (f 
the Lambe left vato the Morning, bycauſe that al 
Godes ſayings are to be ſearched with great CarefyFs 
nelſe; ſo that all his Preceptes maye be knowen ins _ 
vnderſtanding and deede in the nyght of thys preſent? 
Lyfe, before that the laſt day of the vniuerſal Reſup-! 
reion do appeare. If we can not ſearch out through-! 


ly all the Miſtery of Chriites Incarnation, then ought : 


we to betake the reſt unto the Might of the Holy | * | 


Ghoſt with true Humilitie : and not to ſearche raſh- ;; 
ly of that deep ſecretnes aboue the meaſure of our Un- 
Serflanding, They did eate the Lambes Fleſh with : 
their Loynes gyrt. In the Loynes is the Luſt of the ;, 
Body. And he whiche wyll receyue that Houſell, * 
ſhall reſtrayne that Concupiſcence : and take with | 
Chaſtitie that holy Receypt. They were alſo ſhod. | 
What be Shoes but of the Hydes of dead Beaſtes ? 
We be truely ſhod if we follow in our ſteppes and 
dedes the Lyfe of thoſe Pilgrimes, which pleaſe God| | 
with keping of his Commaundements. They had' | 
Staves in their handes when they eate. This Stafe. 
fignifieth a carefulnes and a diligent overſeing. _ And: 
alf rhey, that beſt know and can, ſhould take care of: ! 
other Men, and ftaye them uppe with their helpe.| 
It was injoined to the Eaters that they ſhould eate | | 
the Lambe in haſte. For God abhorreth Slguthfulnes | 
in his Seruauntes. And thoſe he loueth that ſeeke the | 
joy of Everlaſting Life, with quicknes, and haſt of | 
Minde. Ir is written : Prolong not to turne unto God, | 
leſt the time paſſe away through thy ſlow tarrying. The 


Eaters mought not break the Lanibs Bones. No | -. 


more mought the Souldyers, that did hang Chriſt, 
breake his holy Legges, as they did of the two | 
Theefes | 


| 


| 


| 
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A Sermon on Eaſter- Day. 
Theefes that hanged on cither ſyde of him : And the 


' Lord roſe from Death ſound without all Corruption : 


and at the laſt Judgment they ſhall ſee him, whom 
they did moſt cruelly hange on rhe Croſle. This Time 
is called in the Ebrue Tonge Paſca, and in Latine 
Tranſitus, and in Engliſh a Paſſover : bicauſe that on 
this daye the People of 1/raell paſſed from the Land 
of /Egipt ouer the Read Sea, from Bondage to the 
Land of Promyſe. Soalſo did our Lord at thys tyme 
depart, as ſayeth John the Euangelyſte, from thys 
World to his heauenly Father. Euen ſo we ought 
to followe our Head, and to go from the Devill to 
Chriſt : from this unſtable World to his ſtable King- 
dome. Howhbeit we ſhould firſt in this preſent Life 
depart from Vice to holy Vertue : from euil Manners 
to good Manners, if we will after this corruptible 
Life go to that eternal Life, and after our Reſur- 
reftion to Chriſt. He brings us to his euerlaſting 
Father, who gaue him to Death for our Sinnes. To 
him be Honour, and Praiſe of well doing, World 


wythout ende. Amen. | 


q This Sermon 1s found in diverſe Bookes of 
Sermons, written in the old Engliſhe or Saxon 
Tounge : whereof two Bookes bee nowe in 
the Handes of the moſt Reverend Father ths 


Arch-biſhop of C axrnterbarye. 


Here 


of 
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Here followeth the Wides of Elfricke Abhat of SAl- | 


bons, and. alſo of Malmesburye, take out ofp1s 
Epiſtle written to Wulfline Byſhop of Scyrburiie,. 
It is founde in a Book of the olde Saxon Founge, 
wherin be xliii Chapters of Canons and. Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitutions, and alſo Liber Pcnitentialis, thee #5, 
. 4 penitentiall Booke or fbryfte Book, deuided into 111 
other Bookes, the Epiſtle «s ſet for the 39th Chapter 
of” the fourth Booke, intituled, A Synode concerning 
Prieſtes : and this Epiſtle is alſo in a Canon Booke of 
the Church' of Exeter. | | 


OME Prieſtes keep the Houſell that is conſecrate vn 
Eaſter-Day all the Yere for ſyke Men. But they do 
greatelye amyſle, bycauſe it waxeth hory. And theſe 

will not underſtand how greuous Penaunce the pony 
tentiall Booke teacheth by thys, if the Houſell become horye 


 orrotten : or yf it be loſt : or be eaten of Mice,or of Beaſtes 


by neglygence. Men ſhall reſerue more carefullye that holy 


:Houſell,and not reſerue it too longe, but conſecrate other of 


newe for ſicke Men alwayes within a week or a fortnight,that 
it be not ſo. much as horye. For ſo holy is the Houſell 
which to day is ballowed,as that whiche on Eaſter Daye was 
hallowed. That Houſell is Chriſtes Bodye, not bodelye, but 
ghoſtlye. Nor the Bodye which he fuffred in,but the Bodye of 
which be ſpake, when he bleſſed Bread and Wyne to Hou- 
ſell a night before his Suffring, and ſayd by the bleſſed 
Breade, Tbys is my Bodye, and agayne by the holye Wyne, 
This is my Blonde, whiche is ſhedd for manye m forginenes of 
Sinnes. Underſtand nowe that the Lord, who could turne 
that Bread before his ſuffring to his Body, and that 
Wyne to his Bloude ghoſtlye : that the ſelf ſame Lorde 
bleſſeth dayly-through the Prieſtes Hardes Bread and Wyne 
to his ghoſtly Body, and to A as Bloud. 


Here 
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Here thou ſeef Z DIR ce ader hoy Elfricke upon Gnding 4 


fault myth an Abaſe of his tyme,which was,that Prieſtes |. 
Or Eafter day” filled their Houſell Boxe, and [0 kept + 
® © the Bread a whole Tere for ſick Men, toke an decaſion: 
to ſpeake agaynſt' the bodelye Preſence of Chriſt in the. 4 - 
Sacrament. So alſo in an other Epiſtle ſent to Wulf | 
ſtane Arch-byſhop of Yorke, he reprehending agayn 
thys ouerlong reſeruing of the Honſell, addeth alſo. 
 worades more at large againſt the ſame bodely Preſence. 
" His wordes be theſe | 5 T 


OME Prieſtes fill their Box: for Houſell on Eaſter-Day,, |} 
and fo reſcrue it a whole Yere for ſicke Men, as though: - 
that Houſel'were more holy then any other. But they do un-} | 
aduiſedlye, bicauſe it waxeth hory : or all together rotten' 
by keeping it ſo- long ſpace. And thus is he become giltie as 
the Booke witneſſeth to us. Yf any do keepe the Hovuſell roo 
long, or loſe it, or Myſe, or other Beaſtes do cate it, ſee what 
the penitential Booke ſaycth by this. So holy is altogeth:r 
that Hovuſell; which is hallowed to daye, as that which is 
hallowed on Eaſter day. Wherefore 1 beſeech you-to kepe' 
that holy Bodye of Chriſt with more aduifement for ſick 
Men from Sondaye te Sondaye in a verye cleane Boxe : or at 
the moſt not to keep it aboue a: fortnight, and then eate it 
laying other-in the place. We have-an Example hereof ir: 
AMoyſes Bookes, as God him ſelf hath cemmaurided in Moyſe,: ' - 
Eawe. How the Prieſtes ſhould ſet on every Saturday twelfg 
Loves all newe baked vpon the Tabernacle : 'the whiche' 4 
were called panes propoſitionis -' and thoſe ſhould ſtand therg, | 
on Gods Tabernacle, till the next Saturday, and then did 
the Prieſtes themſelues eate-them, andiſet other in the place: 
Some Prieſtes will not eate the Houfell, which they do hal- 
low. But we will- now-declare unto you how the Boks 
eth by them.  Prezbyter miſſam celebrans; & non an- 
ns ſumere. Sacvificinm, accuſame conſcientia ſua, Anathema ct; - 
The. 


þ 
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T The Prieſte that doth 


him ſelfe bleſſed Houſell before his Suffring : he blefſed 0 : 
_Bread and brake thus ſpeaking to his Apoſtles : Eate th 


ob 4 
ſaye Maſle 
e ACcculyng. 


Houſell, hys Conſcience acculyng.hym, is.; 
lefle daunger to TEceyuetme HouellthenTto 

that doth twyſe hallowe one Hoſt to Houſt | 
thoſe Heretickes; who do chriſten twyſe one Childe. 
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he 
Bread, it-is-my Body. And agayne he bleſſed one Chalice + 


with Wyne, and thus alſo ſpeaketh unto them : Drink ye all *"; 


of this, it is myne owne Bloud of the newe Teſtament, 
which is ſhed for many in forgiuenes of Sinnes. The Lord 
which hallowed Houſell before his ſuffring, and fayeth, that 


'the Bread was his own Body, and that the Wyne was truly 


his Bloud, he halloweth dayly by the handes of the Prieſt 
Bread "to his Body , and Wyne to his Bloud -in ghoſtly 
Myſtery, as we read in Bookes. And yet that lively Bread 
is not bodely ſo notwithſtanding : not the ſelf ſame Body 
that Chriſt ſuffered in. Nor that holy Wyne is the Saujours 
Blond which was ſhed for vs in bodely thing : but in ghoſtly 
underſtanding. Both be truly that Bread -hys Body, and 
that Wyne alſo hys Bloud, as was the ' heavenly Bread, 
which we call Mama, that fed forty Yeres Gods People. 


And the cleare Water which did then runne from the Stone 


in the Wildernes, was truly his Bloud, as Pau! wrote one 
ſaumme of his Epiſtles : O-mnes Patres noſtri eandem eſcam ſpirs- 
tnaleni manducarerunt, © omnes eundem potum ſpiritualem bike. | 
runt, &'c. All our Fathers ate in the Wildernes the ſame 
hoſtlye Meate, and dranke the ſame ghoſtlye Drinke. They 
Toke of that ghoſtlye Stone, and that Stone was.Chriſt. 
The Apoſtle hath ſaid,as you nowe haue heard, that they all 
did cate the ſame ghoſtly Meate, and they all did drinke the 
ſame ghoſtly Drinke. And he ſayth not bodely but ghoſtly. 
And Chriſt was not yet borne, nor hys Bloud ſhedde, when 
that the People of 1/raell ate that Meate, -and drank of that 
Stone. And the Stone was not bodelye Chriſt though he ſo 


- ſayd. It was the ſame Miſtery in the old Law, and they 


did ghoſtlye ſignifie that ghoſtly Houſell of our Savioures 


Body which we conſecrate now. 
E 2 This 
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Epiltte to Walfft ave Elfrithe wrote firſt in the Latyne 
"Texingey*evinatgree naync Epic. ict Before this, 
-anil#nc other of his Saxon Epiſtle he confeſſeth thus. eA1- 


OR 


SU 1 


"it ns Abbas Wulfftano venerabils Archiepiſcopo Salutem in \. 
 Phbrifto. Ecce paruimus veſtre almitatis juſſunibus transfe- | 
.#  ventes Anglice duas Epiſtolas quas Latino eloquio deſcriptas | | 
ante annum vobis deſtinauimus, non tamen ſemper ordinem ſe- - | 


uentes, mec verbum ex verbo : ſed ſenſum ex ſenſu proferentes. | 
Þcholde we haye-obeyed the Commaundement of thy Ex- 
cellencie in tranſlating into Englithe the two Epiſtles which ' 
we ſent-unto thee written in Latyne more then a Yeare | 
agoc- Howbeit we keepe not here alwayes the ſame. or- | 
der : nor yet tranſlate worde fox worde, but ſenſe for 
"Senſe. Now becauſe verye fewe there be that.doe-under- | 
Nande the old Engliſhe or Saxon (ſb much is our Speech | 


>< from the uſe of that time, wherein eE£lfricke | 


lived) and for that alſo it may be that ſome will doubt -| 
bow skilfwllye, and alſo faythfullye theſe wordes of EL | 
Fricke be tranſlated from the Saxon Tounge : We haue | 


thought good-to ſet down here laſt of all-the very wordes ' 


alſo of his Epiſtle, which is recorded in Bookes 


wre written of olde in the Cathedrall Churches of Wor- 
cefter and Exceſter. 


KVidam vero Precbyteri implent Alabaftrum ſunm de Sacrifi- 


fac 


cv0, quod:in Paſcha Domini ſantificant : & conſervant " | 
©N 


totwm aunum ad infirmos, quaſi ſanitior ſit ceteris ſacrificits. 


Aiminm inſipienter faciunt. Quia nigreſen, & wk eay tamdin.. 


eonſervatum, Et liber penitentialss pro tal negligewtia paniten- 
tinm magnam docet * aut ſt 4 muribus commeſtum ſit : aut ab a- 
wibus naptum. Tam ;ſanttum eft Sacrificium, quod bodie ſantti- 
ficaturq; Hud quod in die Paſce conſecratum off. Et ideo deberis 
4 dominica in-dominicam. aut per duos, maxime tres hebdomadas 
zenere ſacrificium w ala / 7 | 

wat putreſeat, ft diutine ſervetir. Nam mn lege Hoiſt ponebans 
Sacergotes ſemper omni Sabbato panes propoſitionis calidos in taber- 
naculo coram Domino : & in ſequents. ſabbato ſumebant illos ſols 
ſarerdotes, & edebant, & alzos-novos pro eis ponebant. Facite & 


Vos *© 


eftro munds ad infirmos * ne nigreſcat, I 
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(norm. ne fine viatico'exeant de hee ſeculo.” Chriftus Jeſus'tn 


pulis ſuts dicens, Accipite, & commedite, Hoc eft enim co 


 -ommes ſub nube ſuerunt : & onnes mare tranſieriant© & omnes in 


21 


Et reponite aliudl nouner ſanthificatum proprer neceſſuatem nfir- 
die 


= 


ſue: ſantte cane accepit panem : benedixit, ac fregit * dedit 


wmenm. Similiter & calicam accipiens gratias egit, & dedit uilis 
ticens. Bibite ex hoc ownes. Hic eft ſanguis mens nou Teſta- 
menti,.qui pro mult eff andetur im remiſſionem peccatorum. Intelli- 
gete modo ſacerdetes, quod ile Dominnus qui ante puſſionem ſuam 
perwit conmertere illum panem, & illud vinum ad ſuum corps & 
ſangninem : quod ipſe quoredic ſanttificat per manus ſacerdotum 
Jſuorum panem ad ſunm cerpus ſpiritualiter, & vinum ad ſun ry: - $ 


a EY ( Non ſit tamen hoc facrificium corpus ejus in quo twene the 


us oft pro nobis : neq; ſanguis ejus quem pro nobiseffudit : ;; pf ci. 
1td ſpiritualiter corpus-ejus efficitur:& ſanguis : ficat man- cles, ſome + 
naqued deczlo pluit,8c aqua aque de petrafluxit-SicutPanlus bad rſed 
-Apoſtolus ait ) Nob enim wos ignorare fratres,quonian paires noſtr: _ q Wor- 
Moyſi baptizats ſunt in nube & in mars, Et onines eandem eſcam end, acl 
fpirivualem manducauerunt : & omnes-entdem potiuum ſperitualems floved a- 
biberunt. Bibebant antem de fpirituali conſequents eos petra, Petra gan out 
antern erat Chriftus. UOnde dicit Pſalmiſla. Panem Celi dedit 9 4 Books: 
ets, Pantm Angelorum manducauit homo, Nos quoq, proculdu- Ew <D 
$10 manducamns panem Angelorum : C& bibimus de illa petra, que 
Chriſtum ſignificabat * quatiens fideliter accedimus ad ſacrifictum. 
Corporss & Sangnmis Chriſts. 


th. 


_a_ 


A Sthe Writynges of the Fathers even of the firſt Age of 
; A the Churche bee not thought on all partes ſo pertec, 
at whatſoever thyng hath been of them fpoken ought to 

-be receaued without all exception ( which honour trulye 

themſelues both knewe and alſo have confeſſed to be .onely 


* due to the moſt holy and tryed word of God: ) So inthis 


Sermon here publiſhed, ſome thynges be ſpoken not conſo- 
-nant to ſounde Dotrine : but rather to ſuch Corruption of 
great Ignorance and Superſtition, as hath taken roote in 
the Church of long-time, being overmuch cumbred with 

Moncke- 
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xtore” of Water with 


_ Wyne7 and wheras- here is alſo tac 
MitScles, which notwithſtanding ſeenrto have been infarced, 
-f@f that they Hand in their place aq and without pur- 
- . 6ſ, and the matter without them, both before and after, 
->®.doth hange in it ſelfe together- moſt orderly : with ſome 0- 

-ther ſuſpitious wordes ſounding to Superſtition. But all theſe 
thinges that be thus of ſome reprehenlion be as it were but 
-by the-way*touched the full and whole diſcourſe of all the 
former part of the Sermon, and almoſt of the whole Sermon 


Wine howe it is the Bodye and Bloude of Chriſt our Savi- 
our, by which is reueled and made knowen, what hath been 
'the common taught Doctrifie of the Church of England on 
this bebalfe many hundreth Yeares agoe, cantrarye unto the 
unaduiſed writyng of ſome nowe a dayes. Nowe that thys 
alleadged, "doe fullye agree to the olde auncient Bookes 
( whereof ſome be written in the olde Saxon, and ſome in the 


written upon diligent peruſing,”and comparing the ſame;have 
found by conference, that they are truelye put forth in Print 
without any adding, or withdrawing any thing for the more 
faithful reporting of the ſame, and therefore, for the better 
Credite hereof, have ſubſcribed their names. 

Matthewe Parker Archbiſhop of- Canterbiu#ye, he was ad- 
uanced to this Biſhoprick Arno 1559. 29 Eliz, Thomas 
Youns Archbiſhop of Yorke, he was aduanced Anno 1560. 
3® Eliz., Edmund Byſhop of Londou. Fames Byſhop of Dur- 
bam. Robert Byſhop of Wincheſter. William Byſhop of Chi- 
chefter. John Byſhop of Hereford. Richard Byſhop of Oy. 

» Edwine Byſhop of Worceter. Nicholas Byſhop of Lzncolne. 
Richard Byſhop of S. Danys. Fohn Byſhop of Lichfield and 


Honour and Credite ſubſcribing their Names, the Recorde 
whereof remaines in the Handes of the moſt Reverend 
Father Matthewe Archbiſhop of Canterburye. Ng 

| c 


reporte of ii vayne. 


is about the underſtanding of the”Sacramental- Bread and 


foreſayd Saxon Homely, withthe other Teſtimonies before -. 


© ARE Me ooo Long Pare, 4 are taken : theſe here under 
-_ 1 


Comnentrye. John Byſhop of Norwiche. fohn Byſhop of C arlyll. 
Nichol# Byſhop of Bangor. With divers other Perſonages of |; 


ze” mus 4th Aya ow AQ =» cy_.£A 


a 


© 5 yes. 


' - Mar. 6. Vertly whin ye pray ny ye ſpeabe much as' the Hithm, Thy thinks that they 

wrote what your nede is, before that ye to bym pray. Wherefore pray yz thus: _ 

| How our Father whiche art in Heauen,be-thy Name hallowed. Corte thy Kingdome, - ; 
5 Be PE reads, nd " 


The Lordes Prayer, the Creede, 
ti is no new thyng to teach 
. Articles of their Belf&fe.n the 
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Tonge. ** 
harde in their manyfolde ſpeaking. Nill 'ye therefore them do like unto, Varely. your Father 
The Lordes Prayer in Engliſhs. | 


thy Will in Earth, as in Heaven. Geue vs to day our day 

forgeue vs our Treſpaſſes, as we forgeue them that againſt vs treſpaſſe. And ne led: 
you not vs into Tempration. But deluer vs from Euill, Be it-ſo, ER 
= The Beliefe in Engliſhe, OED 
[ Beleue.in God the Fathcr Almightye, Maker of Heaven and Earch; And | belieue .* 

; in the Saviour Chriſt hys onely begotten Sonne our Lorde, who was conceaued- of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and borne- of Marye the Virgyne, ſuffred under Pontlus [Pilate, on the 
Crofle hanged, he was dead, and buryed, and he down deſcended to Hell. And he aroſe 
from Death on the thyrd day. And he went up-to Heauen, and fitteth now art the right 
Hand of God Almightie the Father. From 5 Sale he will come-to judge: both the 
quicke, and the deade, And I beleue on the Holy Ghoſt. And the holy regation. - 
And of. the Sajntes the Societic. And Sinnes forgeueneſſe, And of the Fleſh the. riſing. | 
And chat euerlaſting Life. . = 
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